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LESSON OVERVIEW

This lesson gives you a clear, step-by-step protocol so that if you ever see blue lights in your mirror,

you know exactly what to do, what to say and what
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KEY VOCABULARY

TRAFFIC STOP:

CITATION (TRAFFIC TICKET):

VEHICLE REGISTRATION:

PROOF OF INSURANCE:

IMPLIED CONSENT:
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THE MOMENT YOU SEE BLUE LIGHTS

The first seconds of a traffic stop matter most.
= STEP1: . Take a breath. Panicking leads to mistakes.
= STEP 2: Turn on your immediately to show the officer

you see them.
= STEP 3: Slow down gradually and use your turn signal while looking for a safe place to

pull over. Never stop in a travel lane.

= STEP 4: Identify a safe place to when it is

clear to do so.

= STEP 5: Turn off your and remain in the vehicle.
= STEP 6: Place both hands visibly on the — keep them there.
= STEP 7: At night, turn on your so the officer can

see clearly into the vehicle.

= STEP 8: Roll down both the driver-side and passenger-side

= STEP 9: Do not reach for anything until the officer asks — the

is the most important rule.

= STEP 10: when asked, calmly provide your driver’s license, proof of insurance and vehicle
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DOCUMENTS, COMMUNICATION & AFTER THE STOP

Three required documents: driver’s license,

and

= Store insurance and registration in the and your

driver’s license in your wallet.

= Speak respectfully: say “ " — be truthful and stay calm.

= Do not leave until the officer directs you to. If unsure, ask:

11 on

= Citations: pay online or appear in court on the date listed.

creates additional legal consequences.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

= Signal, reduce speed, pull right, turn off engine — in that , every time.

= Hands on the wheel, dome light on at night, both windows down

the officer arrives.

= Do not reach for anything until asked — then calmly provide all documents.

= Speak respectfully, wait for direction and confirm you're free to go before
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REFLECTION

Is there anything about a traffic stop that makes you nervous? What specifically — and does

knowing the protocol change that feeling?
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