
Grades 9-12  |  Lesson 8

COMMUNITY 
SAFETY

WORK ZONES & 



Road workers are among  
the MOST VULNERABLE 
people on our roads.

Students examine the 
structure of work zones, the 
laws that protect workers and 
drivers and why driver behavior 
in work zones is fundamentally 
a civic responsibility.

Lesson 

Overview



Connect work zone safety to community 
impact and articulate why it is a CIVIC ISSUE.

Identify and correctly interpret common 
work zone SIGNS AND MARKINGS.

Describe Arkansas WORK ZONE DRIVING LAWS, 
including enhanced fines and enforcement authority.

Understand that WORK ZONE PATTERNS vary 
by state and to always follow posted work 
zone signs and traffic control instructions.

Learning 

Objectives

BY THE END OF THIS LESSON, YOU WILL BE ABLE TO:



Key Vocabulary
WORK ZONE:
A designated roadway area where 
construction, maintenance or utility work  
is in progress — marked by orange signs 
and traffic control devices.

ARKANSAS’ LANE MERGE: 
A lane merge featuring a left-hand merge 
and lane shift. Instead of a traditional  
right-lane closure, this merge technique 
forces traffic to shift to the left, using  
a left-hand merge to navigate  
construction zones.

FLAGGER: 
A trained traffic control worker stationed  
in or near a work zone to direct vehicles 
safely around workers and equipment.

BUFFER ZONE: 
Space within a work zone between traffic 
and active workers — designed to give 
drivers additional reaction time.

ENHANCED PENALTY: 
A doubled fine applied to moving violations 
committed in Arkansas work zones when 
construction personnel are present.



Work Zone Anatomy 
& Orange Signs
Every work zone has a STRUCTURE.

Understanding it makes DRIVERS MORE 
PREDICTABLE — and WORKERS SAFER.



ADVANCE WARNING AREA:  
Orange signs begin alerting drivers  
well before the zone starts

TRANSITION ZONE:  
Lane narrowing, lane shifts, tapers  
moving traffic away from work area

BUFFER SPACE:  
An empty safety zone between traffic  
and active workers — no parking or stopping

WORK AREA:  
Where workers and equipment are active;  
flaggers may control traffic here

TERMINATION ZONE:  
The end of the work zone; traffic returns  
to normal configuration

ADVANCE WARNING AREA TRANSITION ZONE BUFFER SPACE WORK AREA TERMINATION ZONE



Merging
In Arkansas, work zones use a CONTROLLED 

TRAFFIC PATTERN that guides vehicles through 

a series of lane changes designed to slow traffic, 

reduce crashes and create safer conditions for 

drivers and road workers. Drivers should follow 

all posted signs and lane guidance as they  

move through the work zone.

•	 Reduce speeds entering work zones 

•	 Create more consistent driver expectations 

•	 Increase buffer space between traffic and workers 

•	 Improve safety at merge points

THE TECHNIQUE IS DESIGNED TO:



Flaggers have the same legal  
authority as a traffic signal;  
failure to comply is a violation.

When a flagger signals STOP, you  
stop — treating it as a suggestion 
 can result in a CRASH and a TICKET.

Flagger 
Authority



Arkansas
Law & Civic 
Responsibility

ENHANCED PENALTIES: Fines doubled for ALL moving 
violations in active Arkansas work zones. There are 
additional charges if a worker is injured or killed due  
to driver negligence.

MOVE OVER LAW CONNECTION: Utility workers on the 
shoulder are also protected (from Lesson 2).

CIVIC FRAMING: The slow zone is temporary; the improved 
road benefits your entire community for decades.

WORK ZONES are more than an inconvenience 
— they are where roads are improved for 
everyone. Drivers are part of that.



Class Discussion

Have you or  
a family member 
felt frustrated in 

work zone traffic? 
Knowing what  

you know now, how  
does that change  
your perspective?

Is construction  
traffic a safety issue,  

a community issue  
or both — and  
why does that  

distinction matter?

When driving through 
an Arkansas work zone, 

why is it important to 
follow the posted merge 
instructions even if other 

drivers are merging at 
different times? Explain 

your reasoning.

1 2 3



•	 Know the FIVE ZONES: Advance Warning, Transition,  
Buffer, Work Area, Termination

•	 WORK ZONE MERGE: Shifts vehicles through a series  
of controlled lane changes to slow traffic, reduce crashes  
and create safer conditions for drivers and road workers

•	 FLAGGERS have the same authority as a traffic signal 
— full stop, no exceptions

•	 Arkansas DOUBLES all work zone fines

Key Takeaways
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