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So You're Not
Driving...Yet.

But one day soon, you will be.

This is your intro to the real-world
responsibilities of being behind
the wheel.

Let’s talk about how to share
the road safely and confidently.




What Does “Sharing the Road" Really Mean?

It means treating EVERYONE, not just
people driving cars, as part of traffic.

» Pedestrians » Buses
» Cyclists = Emergency vehicles
» Motorcyclists » Trucks, construction

equipment, etc.



YIELD to pedestrians in or about to enter a

crosswalk — even unmarked ones at intersections.

Rules for
. . STOP for pedestrians crossing with a signal
D”Ve rS. or in a school zone.

-
PEd EStrI a ns NEVER pass another car that is stopped at a

crosswalk — it probably stopped for someone!

You've learned all about

the risks pedestrians When approaching a stop sign or traffic light, stop

at the stop line or crosswalk if one is present. Make
face. Here are some

a complete stop BEFORE you reach the line.
ways you must protect

them as a driver. LOOK around for pedestrians before

you turn at intersections.



Rules for Drivers:
Bicycles

As you know, BIKES = VEHICLES.
They belong on the road, so
share it responsibly!

= Check your mirrors and blind spots for
bikes before turning or changing lanes.

= Never drive or park in bike lanes.

» Leave at least 3 feet of space
when passing a cyclist.




Never attempt to pass a cyclist on a
two-lane road when a car is approaching

in the other lane. SLOW DOWN and let the
vehicle pass before you pass the bicycle.

Leave at least 3 FEET of space
when passing a cyclist.

Expect riders to make SUDDEN
MOVES — obstacles can force a cyclist
to swerve suddenly in front of you.

If you're parked on a street, CHECK
YOUR MIRROR for oncoming cyclists
before opening your door.



Watch for Motorcycles!

Like bicycles, motorcycles are smaller
and harder to see than cars. Always
remember that there are vehicles
other than cars on the road — expect
them and watch for them!

» Check mirrors and blind spots for motorcycles
before changing lanes.

» Give motorcycles a full lane — never try to
“squeeze past” or cut them off.



Stopping Distance = More than you think

Here’'s the deal with stopping 360 ft.

distance. The faster your car
is driving, the further you
need to go to stop.

At 55 mph, it takes about
220 feet to stop. That’s over
half a football field!

The lesson? Always leave
plenty of room to stop
in front of your vehicle!




Campaign Video: “A Little Speeding, Big Consequences”



Leave Plenty of Space

To make sure you're leaving a safe distance

between you and cars in front of you, use
the TWO-SECOND RULE. Here’s how.

» Watch for the vehicle ahead of you to pass
something not moving, like a sign or pole.

= Count “one-thousand-one, one-thousand-two.”

= If you pass the sign or pole before you finish
counting, you're too close. Drop back and
count again.

= Repeat until you are following no closer than
two seconds.




Big Vehicles Need
Big Space

Sharing the road means also sharing

it with big vehicles like tractor-trailers
and buses. Big, heavy vehicles:

= Need more time and distance to stop.
= Have bigger blind spots.

= Need more room to turn.

Give them plenty of space!




Right-of-Way
What's Fair Isn’t Always Safe

As we know — other drivers don't

always do what they’re supposed to.
When that happens:

» Be predictable and patient. Remember
that every car on the road is being driven
by a human, and humans aren't perfect.

» If another driver isn’t following the rules
and it looks like you may crash, yield —
even if you know you have the right-of-way.



Watch for
Buses!

Drivers play an important role in
keeping kids safe as they enter
or exit school buses.




When approaching a stopped school bus with
its red lights flashing, a driver is required to
make a COMPLETE STOP until the lights are
turned off.

No matter where your vehicle is positioned
with the bus — whether it's in the same lane of

traffic, the opposing lane or at an intersection
— YOU MUST MAKE A COMPLETE STOP!

Drivers must NEVER attempt to pass in any
direction until the school bus has finished
receiving or discharging its passengers and
begins moving without its red lights flashing.

Kids may cross from either side. PAY
ATTENTION and expect the unexpected!



Work Zones



» Through many work zones, speed
limits may be REDUCED, and lane
usage could be RESTRICTED for safety
purposes. Any reduced speed will be
clearly posted within the work zone.

= In work areas, traffic may be
controlled by a person with a sign
or flag, known as A FLAGGER.

» Remember to be PREPARED FOR THE
UNEXPECTED when traveling through
work zones.




Driving safely takes all of your attention —
you must scan constantly and stay focused.
You shouldn’t do anything while driving that
takes your eyes, ears or mind off the road.
That can include:

TALKING or TEXTING on your phone

EATING and DRINKING

INTERACTING with people in your vehicle
ADJUSTING the car stereo or navigation system

DOING OTHER TASKS, like putting on makeup

Driving with PETS in the vehicle



Campaign Video: “Distracted Driving Is No Good.”



No Texting
While Driving!

TEXTING WHILE DRIVING IS THE MOST
DANGEROUS DISTRACTION — it takes your eyes,
hands and mind off the road at the same time.

SENDING or READING a text takes your eyes off the road
for about five seconds. At 55 mph, that's like driving the
length of an entire football field with your eyes closed.

It is against the law in Arkansas to text while driving.

It is also against the law in Arkansas for drivers under
18 to use a cell phone, even hands-free, while driving.
You should pull over safely to make a call.



Not Sober?
No Driving.

Obviously, it’s against the law for teenagers to
drink or use drugs in the first place — but if it

happens, getting behind the wheel is a no-go.

If you're not totally sober, DO. NOT. DRIVE.
Point blank, period.

Find a sober driver, call a friend or family member,
or use a rideshare service (like Uber or Lyft)
if they are available in your area. No excuses.
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Campaign Video: “Not Sober? No Driving.”



NOW THAT'S




